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NEWS RELEASE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL TO SPEAK
AT UD ON WHY AMERICANS SHOULD SUPPORT HUMAN RIGHTS
DAYTON, Ohio- Americans should support human rights not only for "moral and
legal reasons but also to protect economic, national security and environmental interests," says
a leading human rights activist.
"The fact is, morality and international law are two pretty feeble reeds upon which to
balance a movement for human rights - at least if you have any desire to attract the interest
and loyalty of large numbers of Americans," says William F. Schulz, executive director of
Amnesty International USA since 1994. "The others are not."
This year's first lecturer in the University of Dayton's Distinguished Speakers Series,
Schulz will speak on "Breaking Down Barriers: the Growing Partnership Between Business and
Human Rights" at 8 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 11. The talk will be held in the Kennedy Union
Ballroom on campus.
The event is free and open to the public. For more information, please contact the office
of student activities at (937) 229-4114.
Schulz's lecture will cover material from his new book, In Our Own Best Interests: How
Defending Human Rights Benefits Us All (Beacon Press 2001, $25).
The book takes the case to the American public that human rights ought to be worthy of
support not just because they are morally compelling but also because they are in our best
interests from the point of view of economic growth, national security, public health and
environmental protection.
"Are human rights in our economic interests?" poses Schulz, an ordained Unitarian
Universalist minister. "They are to those 500,000 Americans who lost jobs in the manufacturing
sector in 1999 because U.S. businesses moved their factories to countries that deny workers the
right to organize unions."
He gives an example: A unionized worker in New York is paid $8.31 an hour to make a
T-shirt while a nonunionized worker in Bangladesh is paid one cent an hour. "You figure out
where textile companies prefer to do business."
U.S. national security also has a stake in supporting human rights, he says.
"It's commonplace to observe that no democracy has ever fought a war against another
democracy," says Schulz, who has led fact-finding missions in search of human rights
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violations in the Middle East and Northern Ireland. "The more respect for human rights you
find in a country, the more stable the country is likely to be, the more inclined it is to respect
international agreements and the less likely it is to resort to war against other human rightsrespecting countries.
"That means that if we want to avoid war with China, we ought to care as much about
the Chinese people's human rights as we do about selling them Palm Pilots," he adds.
It's not just labor that suffers when foreign countries abuse human rights, Schulz says.
"In late March of this year, Exxon Mobil announced that is was shutting down its
natural gas fields in Aceh, Indonesia, because of violence in the province," he explains.
"Violence that was prompted by years and years of political repression and denial of basic
human rights."
The idea that human rights are actually good for business seems a contradiction to most
Americans, he says, but nevertheless true.
"After all, in order to do business, corporations require a free flow of accurate financial
information, fair enforcement of laws and contracts and as little corruption as possible," Schulz
says. "Each one of those is far less likely to be available in a country that intimidates
journalists, outlaws independent monitoring groups and discourages political opposition."
The health of Americans can also be adversely affected by human rights violations, he
says.
"The result of the medical neglect in Russian prisons is that a strain of tuberculosis that
cannot be cured by drugs has been generated and, thanks to trade and travel, has been
transported around the world until today that same strain is found in New York City," says
Schulz, who came to Amnesty after serving 15 years (1978-93) with the Unitarian Universalist
Association of Congregations (UUA), the last eight as association president.
And Schulz also makes an argument for the relationship between environmental threats
and human rights violations.
"When two peasant leaders in Mexico tried to peacefully protest the destruction of their
forest- destruction that contributes to global warming for all of us - they were arrested,
tortured and imprisoned, where they remain today," he says.
Schulz makes a special plea in his book to "foreign-policy realists," those diplomats and
politicians for whom human rights take a back seat to national interests.
"To believe that if the U.S. merely follows its own narrowly conceived interests,
everything else with take care of itself is a form of mysticism," says Schulz, who was chosen
"Humanist of the Year" by the American Humanist Association in 2000. "The problem is that
population control, terrorism, war, economic instability, environmental degradation and disease
are global problems, not American ones, susceptible only to solutions, all of which require
greater respect for human rights."
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